Revelation 8
The Seventh Seal and the Golden Censer

     1 When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 

     2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 

     3 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. 4 The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel's hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 

The Trumpets

     6 Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them. 

     7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 

     8 The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood, 9 a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

     10 The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water-- 11 the name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter. 

     12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night. 

     13 As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: "Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels!" 

Rev 8:1-13 (NIV)

Verse 1
     1 When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 
Palmer – This quietness has as much dramatic impact as the sounds and colors that have dominated the vision up to this point – perhaps even more. (Silence of mystery and intense waiting – silence of sovereignty)  Everything must wait for His kingly move. 
Lenski- the silence is in strongest contrast to the tremendous acclaim of the preceding vision.  The 7 seal uncovers something that has not been revealed in earlier prophecies of Scripture. 
What this silence ushers in is according, namely the seven trumpets of judgment and the seven bowls of the wrath of God and of the plagues. 

What the seventh seal uncovers cannot chronologically follow what the 6th seal reveals.
MacArthur – review= 1st five seal…. False peace, war, famine, death, and vengeance….. 6th seal…beginning of the Day of the Lord.
7th and last seal… title deed to the earth  it contains within it the full sweep of the remaining divine judgments of the Great Tribulation, including the trumpet and bowl judgments.  The progressive judgments within the seventh seal will take place over an indefinite period of time.  It encompasses all of God’s final wrath up to the triumphant return of the Lord Jesus Christ in glory.

Verse 1… the lamb-rightful heir to the universe took the scroll …. Unique response occurred… silence.    When the judgment about to happen becomes visible as the 7th seal is broken and the scroll unrolled, both the redeemed and the angels are reduced to silence in anticipation of the grim reality of the destruction they see written on the scroll.  

 Barclay –

Verse 2
 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets.
Lenski- these are 7 ordinary angels that were selected for the present task; they are not archangels, throne angels, or evil angels (devil angels). Who stand before God = God is the giver of this judgment.
7 is the sacred number 3 + 4  God (3) will reckon with the world (4)

Seals hide and must be opened to reveal; trumpets signal, announce but not until they are blown; bowls contain in order to empty their contents.

Barclay – these 7 angels, known as the angels of the presence,  = archangels.  

a. They enjoyed a special honor – right at all times to the presence of the king.

b. Immediate readiness to be dispatched on service.

MacArthur – These 7 appear to be of high-ranking angels.  Gabriel may have been one of them, since he identified himself to Zacharieas as he who stands in the presence of God. Luke 1:19
Trumpets = intervention of God in history. It would be wrong to expect God literally to blow the trumpet; but none the less the picture has symbolic truth in it.  

3 things

1. Sound the alarm.

2. Fan fare which announces the arrival 

3. Summons to battle. 

MacArthur – angels participate in the trumpet judgments… according to Jesus Matt 13:39-41, 49-50, 16:27; 25:31
Trumpets = most significant musical instruments I Scripture. 

Each of the 7 T unleashes a specific judgment of greater intensity than the 1st 6 but not as destructive and the 7 bowls. 

1-4 trumpets destroy the eath’s ecology (6-12)

5 & 6 produce demonic destruction on humanity (8:13; 9:1-11, 13-19)

7 introduces the final outpouring of God’s wrath contained in the 7 bowl judgments

Having been introduced and given T, the 7 angels did not immediately blow them.  They had to wait for other important events to transpire. 
Verse 3
     3 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne.
Lenski- the scene is that of a temple that is furnished… the throne signifying the mercy seat as in the old T Jewish Temple. 
The throne – altar of incense – made of gold. Here only the throne symbol of God’s eternal power, rule and dominion.  Incense to increase greatly the volume of the aromatic smoke.
MacArthur – Jesus is nowhere identified as an angel in the NT
Same altar that Isaiah saw in Isa 6:6

Censer = firepan   Much incense = multiplied prayers of God’s people

Was given = perhaps by God

Reason given = so that the angel might add it to the prayers of all the saints already arising up from the altar. (satan to be destroyed, sin to be defeated, their deaths to be avenged and Christ to come)

Cries of believers in the great tribulation… 
Verse 4
4 The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel's hand.

Lenski- The great volume of smoke represents the intercession of Christ for his church, which adds power and efficacy to the prayers of the church. (the angel does not praying or interceding – no doctrine of angel intersection)

Prayers – all of our prayers, not just our petitions… 

MacArthur –Reason given = so that the angel might add it to the prayers of all the saints already arising up from the altar. (satan to be destroyed, sin to be defeated, their deaths to be avenged and Christ to come)

Cries of believers in the great tribulation… 
Verse 5
5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 

Lenski- He threw a mass of the fire and not the incense material that sent up its sweet-smelling smoke to God.  This hurling of the fire symbolizes the answer of God to the prayers of the saints that have been supplemented by Christ’s own mighty  intercession. Thunders – The omnipotent on his throne is proceeding to act. 
MacArthur –Fire out burst broke the silence ½ hour.
Hurling to the earth = The results are catastrophic, as God’s judgment falls upon the earth like a massive fireball out of the sky. 

Censer usually linked with the prayers of God’s people become here a symbol of divine wrath. 


Prayers of a righteous man can accomplish much James 5:16

It seems incredible that, having experienced the fury of God’s judgment and heard the message of salvation, people will stubbornly cling to their sin.

Verse 6-7
     6 Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them. 
7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 

1st Trumpet
Lenski-now the 7 angels with trumpets now make ready to trumpet. 
MacArthur – Hail = divine judgment (as with fire)
Fire mixed with blood is reminiscent of Joel 2:30 

30 I will show wonders in the heavens 
    
 and on the earth, 
     
blood and fire and billows of smoke. 

Joel 2:30 (NIV)   Which also describes the day of the Lord.

Specific cause of the hail and fire thrown to the earth is not revealed…. But an earthquake of the 8:5 would trigger worldwide volcanic eruptions. Then violent thunderstorms would be triggered, producing large hail.  

The blood may be actual blood, or a descriptive language…. Entrapped men and animals or, dust and gases in the water showers. 
The devastation is fitting judgment for those who exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator. Rom 1:25

25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen. 

Romans 1:25 (NIV)

“Earth Day” that year will be a gloomy and dismal affair; in a scorched and ravaged world there will be little of the environment left to celebrate.  And worse judgments are still to fall.
Barclay – not total destruction, only the prelude to the end. 

For the most part the pictures find their origin in the descriptions in Exodus. (plagues fell on Egypt)

John adds blood! 

2nd  Trumpet 

     8 The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood, 9 a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

MacArthur –1st fell on land, now this falls on the sea.  God created the sea to be a blessing to mankind – food and oxygen. 

Giant meteorite or asteroid, surrounded by flaming gases.  Everyone will see it alive or on tv.  It’s strike will be far greater than an atomic bomb. All oceans are connected = 1/3 of all will be destroyed.
3rd  Trumpet 

     10 The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water-- 11 the name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter. 

MacArthur – another flaming object hurtled toward the earth. Star = celestial body other than the sun and moon. (comet or a meteor because of fiery tail)
Wormwood = greek, apsinthos only used here in the NT.  8 times in OT = bitterness, poison and death.  Used in the manufacture of absinthe, a liqueur so toxic that its manufacture is banned in many countries. 

1/3 fresh water became poisonous.  

1/3 = not random natural events, but divine judgments. 

1st mention that it will kill men 
The devastation caused by the 1-3 trumpet judgments will leave inhabitants in a state of shock and fear.  God not finished- direct killing of sinners comes with the 6th
Barclay – wormwood… from Jeremiah 9 = bitterness and judgment on disobedient. 
Fine red sand from the Sahara Desert gets caught up in the upper air… as the rain and the red particles of sand fall to the earth…. It appears to be raining blood. Europe in 1901
4th  Trumpet

      12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night. 

     13 As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: "Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels!" 

MacArthur – Shift from earth to heavens.  The heavenly bodies are hit with a plague from God. (9th Egyptian plague Ex 10:21-22)
 21 And Jehovah said unto Moses, Stretch out thy hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which may be felt. 22 And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days; 23  

Ex 10:21-23 (ASV)

Temporary, as God will later increase the amount of heat from the sun… chapter 16:8-9

8 And the fourth poured out his bowl upon the sun; and it was given unto it to scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched men with great heat: and they blasphemed the name of God who hath the power over these plagues; and they repented not to give him glory. 

Rev 16:8-9 (ASV)

Jesus speaks in Luke and Mark,

And there shall be signs in sun and moon and stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, in perplexity for the roaring of the sea and the billows; 26 men fainting for fear, and for expectation of the things which are coming on the world: for the powers of the heavens shall be shaken. 

Luke 21:25-26 (ASV)

24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 25 and the stars shall be falling from heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens shall be shaken. 

Mark 13:24-25 (ASV)

MacArthur – The Dimming sets the stage for an announcement. .. eagle that was flying  rushing or rapid approach of God’s final vengeance.  Flying high thus visible to all… loud so all will hear….


The eagle’s dire warning is that the last three trumpet judgments will be even more devastating than the 1st four.   
Double woes are used for emphasis… 3 is for each of the remaining 3 Trumpets. 

Woes… technical term for those who reject the gospel. 
Barclay – verse 13 … a pause…  an eagle, not an angel is seen. Midday… an empty sky with but one eagle…. 
The picture is not to be taken literally but the symbolism behind it is that God uses nature to send His messages to men. 
5th  Trumpet 

MacArthur –
6th  Trumpet 

MacArthur –
7th  Trumpet 

MacArthur –
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